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Philatelic Journal of India. 


Vol. XI, No. 3.] MARCH 1907. 


_ Philatelic Society of India. 


GENERAL Meeting of the Society will be held at 60, Bentinck 
Street, ee he on Friday, the 8th March, 1907, at 6-15 p.m. 


-~ Agenda — 
To pass the Accounts for 1906. 
‘ To’elect Officers for 1907-08. 


To receive a recommendation from the Philatelic Committee 
’ of the Minto Féte to consider the subject of an Exhi- 
. bition in the cold weather of 1907-08. 


a 
‘ 


- 
To transact any other competent business that may arise. 


. 


a CaLcurra, W. CORFIELD, 
Sth February, 1907. f | Honorary Secretary. 
NOTHER change of Editor. It is Just three months ago since the 
= 


announcement of Mr. Saunders’ succession to Mr. Wetherell was 


made, and now on the former’s departure for England on a short 
nisit another announcement is necessary. 


_ Mr. Gordon-Jones succeeds. He needs but little introduction as he has 
been a frequent contributor to these pages. An Honorary Member of the 
Philatelic Society of India for some years, he is also proprietor of the 
pene Philatelic Co. . His head-quarters are in Calcutta or Simla, according 
to the season of the year and a sound knowledge of stamps coupled with 


: He created the Philatelic World in July 1894 and it appeared... tta. 


andoubted philatelic and literary success until early in 1897 w 
“Journal displaced it. 

| Subsequently Mr. Gordon-Jones did magnificent service a 
yf our revised hand-book on the stamps of the six ‘ Convent’ 
‘tates, and he is now associated with Sir David Masson o1 

ion on the stamps of Kabul. 


— 
—— 


nappy facility as a writer are readily placed by him at our disposal. oF INDIA; 
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Editorial. 


The Minto Fete and Philately. 
HE Minto Féte is over. For nearly a fortnight it dominated Calcut 
For the last time the crimson Cross of the Nursing Sisterhood hi 
flamed skyward from the great Octerlony monument, and for the lai 
time the Viceregal carriages with their smiling occupants and brilliant 


escort have passed along through the happy-hearted throngs. His Majesty 
of Kabul has gone. The blazing dervish fort has fallen for the last time t 
the crack of British rifles and the boom of British cannon. The masse 
bands of coolies have swept up the discarded blanks from the last day’ 
lucky bag operations and very soon the crows and the kites will be tellin 
the other denizens of the maidan tales which the dhobie-donkeys and th 
cattle with the gentle eyes will promptly refuse to believe. All is over. 


It was very splendid and very human. A magnificent sum has bee 
won for the suffering and the sorrowful and Her Excellency, Lady Minto, i 
to be sincerely congratulated on the colossal success of her large-hearte 
endeavours. 


The tale of the Philatelic Exhibition is told elsewhere. Ié looks like 
tale of failure. It was not a failure. Locally it is univer8ally felt tha 
our Exhibition Committee took the only course open to it and we can onl 
express the hope that those at a distance who contributed generously an 
promptly to our expected success will accept the verdict of the men on th 
spot. 


Several lessons may be learned fro1 unique experience. One i 


telists, no divided authorit: 
nned, justly popular, open 
ding over many days, witl 
raging tearing “ lucky-bag’ 
ctions including a “ razzle 
best env ironment for th 
len philos Dae And yet a third, tha 
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that a philatelic exhibition must be r 
being workable. Another, that 
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% “sd; not only has the Minto Féte drawn #] 
ot two away, at the other end of the maida 
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the Industrial Exhibition, a right worthy venture of the Indian Community 
excellently staged and commercially sound, has been running for many 
weeks. Here too a temporary town has sprung up and flourished. The hot 
weather bird also is ejaculating his monotonous heralding of the hot weather, 
and we of the hinge and the metre-gauge persuasion know only too well 
the exact meaning of the term ‘ O. G.” 


‘ We look fora cold weather Exhibition in Calcutta about Christmas time 

§ * mext, and on that account are making no attempt now to detail the exhibits 
“a way back to their owners. We hope to see them again (with many 

: . our midst before 1907 has joined the years that were. Local 

rs ors will profit by the lengthened delay and will now have time to 
* their stamps more thoroughly up to exhibition form. 


‘chaps the chief reason for regretting the absence of our exhibition 

ie Féte lies in the fact that the Amir lost the opportunity of seeing 
~ esident’s grand collection of Afghanistan. Who knows what effect a 

of Six David Masson’s exhibit might not have had on the future 
clic history of Kabul ? | 


There will never be another Minto Féte, but we have only to work a 
n longer and wait a little longer to be in a position to satisfactorily 
bwer the enquiry that has been coming from all sides for some weeks 
¢hatever has become of the Philatelic Exhibition ” ? 


wei Let us then be up and doing,— 


4 Look not for another Féte,— 


ay , : ; 

Still collecting—still pursuing,— 
a Learn to labour and to wait. 
} neve 


aN OTE.—We desire to exchange two copies of this journal with other 
Philatelic papers. All such exchange copies to be addressed to 


w B. GORDON-JONES, 
Editor, PuHiuatELic JOURNAL oF INDIA, 
3 7, Mangoe Lane, Calcutta. 
‘ef | Papers already on our exchange list will kindly note the above address. 


tol ‘or future; and papers not on our list will please accept this intimation if 
hey wish to exchange. 


(fee 


The London Exhibition. 


FURTHER EXHIBITS BY OUR MEMBERS. 


(Continued jrom p. 307, Vol. X.) 


of India very strong in shades, blocks and postmarked copies. Amongst 
the better stamps were the } anna red of 1854; the 4 annas red and 
blue with head inverted cut to shape; some pairs of the 4 annas showing differ- 
ent settings and used on original letters. Of the 1856 issues, no wmk., there 
were the 2 annas both green and salmon-brown. The Emperor’s head ¢ 
issues were very numerous as regards shades, Of the 1866 “‘ Service” there | 
were the 2 and 4 annas used and the 8 annas unused, and of the 1867 the \ 
6 annas 8 pies grey unused. A unique gem was a block of four of the 
pointed bust variety. 
The exhibit was overshadowed by Mr. Hausburg’s but though it failed 
to win a medal its success as a remarkable specialised collection of Indian 
issues was generally commented upon. 


peer: SSOR OSWALD V. MULLER showed acollection of the stamps 


Mr. J. C. North exhibited a highly specialised collection of Cyprus with 
essays and colour proofs, another of Malta with a fine range of shades 
(mostly mint) of the early $d. and a superb set of colour trials, and a third 
of the Morocco Agencies issues. 


Mr. W. Corfield exhibited the Official Postal Guide of the Delhi Durbar 
wrongly described in the Exhibition Catalogue as sent in by the Philatelic 
Society of India. 


ae") 


The King’s Head issue of Canada. 


N forwarding from the Royal Collection a sheet of proofs from the die of 
the King’s head Canadian stamps for exhibition at the Minto Féte, Mi 
Tilleard relates the following story to Mr. Corfield. he stamps were 

designed by the Prince of Wales in conjunction with Mr. Tilleard :— 


. - “In regard to these stamps, it may be interesting to know that when 
the die prepared by Perkins Bacon & Co. was sent out to Canada, the 
contractor for the manufacture of stamps there (whether from jealousy at not 
being employed to make the die or otherwise I know not) declared he could 


: * not make plates from it. The matter was referred Home, and on Perkins 


Bacon & Co. stating that there was no difficulty whatever, or that they 
{ Were prepared to manufacture the plates without touching the die, the 


contractor was told if he could not use it the plates would have to be 
entrusted to the English house. 


: “Thereupon he set to work to alter the die and by cutting a Jot of 
~ diagonal lines in the background surrounding the head materially altered 
the beauty of balance and pose, that the die undoubtedly possessed, and 
A although he could not change the beautiful likeness of His Majesty (the best 
1 think of any stamp of the Empire) he has diminished the artistic effect of 
I the original that H.R.H. the Prince of Wales took such pains to secure.”’ 


rt The likeness referred to is that on the well-known series of current 
pCanadian stamps. Its appearance on the stamps of both Great Britain and 
ndia in lieu of the present effigy would be hailed with delight by lovers of 
“re beautiful the world over. H.R.H. the Prince of Wales has in his time 
alled many parts, and the Minto Féte has proved to be the occasion of 
resenting him as a stamp-designer of rare artistic discernment in conjunction 
sith the popular Honorary Secretary of the Royal Philatelic Society. 
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The Minto Fete. 
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The Philatelic Exhibition Abandoned. 


MEETING ofthe Féte Committee of the Philatelic Society of India 
was held at Mr. Hoffmann’s residence, Chowringhi, on Friday, the 
15th February, 1907, at 6-30 p.m. There was a good attendance. 


Mr. Corfield (Honorary Secretary) laid upon the table copies of corres- 
pondence between the Society and Colonel Crooke-I.awless since the with- 


drawal of the Committee on the 22nd ultimo from the arrangements made 
for holding an Exhibition on the maidan. The Secretary notified the Colonel # 
of the withdrawal by Ictter reaching him the same evening, and the latter}: 
subsequently wrote ‘‘I quite understand your inability to hold your Exhi- bs 
bition on our ground and think you were entirely justified in not accepting) 
such a responsibility.” On an early day during the Féte Mr. Corfield J, 
suggested to Colonel Crooke-Lawless that the Exhibition should be held ing. 
the Prince’s Restaurant building (the only masonry erection on the grounds) 
for a few days immediately on the close of the Féte, but this was considered: 4 
impracticable as were also other suggestions discussed at the time. Nothing ; 


further had been arranged either during, or since the close of the Féte. i 


It was pointed out that when deciding upon its course of action the 
Meeting should bear in mind that the stamps received for exhibition were 
sent in expressly for the Minto Féte and the Minto Féte only, and that one 
of the English exhibits was urgently required back in London for a special 
purpose. 


As a side-light upon the Philatelic Society of India’s most reasonable 
reluctance to exhibit on the maidan comment was made upon the very 
early disappearance of the excellent. display of the Photographic Society of 
India from the Féte grounds. ‘This was occasioned by a mishap of the kind} 
feared by the Philatelic Society. Had the stamps been suddenly calle¢ 
upon to stand the treatment necessarily accorded the photographs serious los 
must have occurred. Photographs can be replaced, provided the negative is 
intact, but stamps are not dependent on negatives—their value is in 
themselves. \ 


After some discussion the Meeting resolved upon the immediate retur’ 
of all exhibits, with an expression of thanks, to their owners and the consé 
quent abandonment of the Exhibition. It also instructed the Honora 
Secretary to bring up for consideration ut the Annual Meeting of thi ¥ 
Philatelic Society of India, to be held on the 8th proximo, & proposal to hold 
a \’hilatelic Exhibition in Calcutta during the cold season of 1907-08. 


Cet ta 
‘“A Long Way After Hamlet.’’ 


66 MD cant to the Minto Féte”’ will regret to learn that the stamp 
exhibition arranged for by the Philatelic Society of India has been 
postponed. ‘The stamps received and promised are so numerous 

and valuable that it was felt that the management would not be justified in 

holding the display on the maidan, the more so as the tent provided would 
have proved too small for the exhibits. 


| Our local philatelic friends are to be congratulated on escaping a 
succession of sleepless nights. The exhibition as at first planned for would 
have been a nerve-shaking arrangement.—The Empire. 


‘l’o be, or not to be,—that is the question :— 
Whether ‘tis better to be blind and suffer 
The things that harrow with benumbed caution, 
Stifle alarms, and risk a sea of troubles, 
Or, by postponing, end them? To try to sleep,— 
Oh lor! and if to sleep to think we end 
The headache and the philatelic shocks 
We might be heirs to,—’tis a calculation 
Discreetly to be missed. ‘To try to sleep ;— 
To sleep! perchance to dream :—ay, there’s the rub ; 
For in that sleep, some night, what things might come, 
Did we not hasten out of all this toil, 
Must give us pause: there’s an effect 
That makes calamity of every life ; 
For who would bear the ups and downs of chance, 
The fireman’s gong, the scoffer’s contumely, 
The Ochterlony backed by flames’ array, 
The ‘“‘there I told you so’s,”’ and all the spurns 
That mildew, fire, or tempest torments bring, 
When each himself might his quietus make 
With a bare put off? Who would badges wear 
To work and watch over a worried week, 
Filled with the dread of something all the while, — 
ye An all impending horror from whose clutch 
ye Collections ne’er return,—puzzles the will, 
And makes us rather bear the nerves we have 
o Than make for others we can well wot of ¢ 
ot Thus caution doth make laggards of us all; 
si) And leads us on to frame a resolution 
% Resultant of belated after-thought ; 
Our enterprise of pith, just for the moment, 
“With this regard, its current turned awry) 
50 BSts off the thought of action. 


. 


| DAK. 
pe : The Empire (Calcutta). 
18. 
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British ‘‘Bar’’ Cancellations. 


R. W. KUHN, of Edinburgh, has contributed to the Stamp Collector 
a series of illustrated articles on British ‘‘ Bar” Cancellations. 
Though not of a philatelic nature these are closely allied to our 
pursuit as subjects for study, and we join with the author in his expressed 
hope that more collectors will find time and inclination to take up these 
interesting obliterations. 
We subjoin the Synopsis of Mr. Kuhn’s investigations. 


Earliest date Source, if not 


l . 
Date Stamp. Obliterator. ‘known to Author.| his own. 
| 
Round | 6 parallel bars, blank space in centre ..|Dec. 31, 1886) ‘*B.W. 
Do. | 6 do. numeral in centre ../June 20, 1899] ‘‘P.M 
Do. | 6 do. numeral near the end _.. | Sept. 1, 1893, Mr. He 
botton 
Do. | 4 do. numeral in centre -.| May 17, 1899) «“ P.MPF 
Do. 7 do. VR & crown in centre .. | Oct. 19,. 1897 7 
Do. do. die number below crown.. | Oct. 4, 1897 | Mr. 
Do. do. VR (with serifs) no die| Oct. 19, 1897 
; number. 
Do. | 7 do. ER and crown, die|June 28, 1901 
number. 
Do. do. new die, thicker, differ- | Oct. 16, 1903 
ent crown, no die f 
number. 
Do. | 7 wavy lines, joined at end, numeral | Sept. 6, 1898 
in centre. 
Do. do. not joined, no numeral ..|Sept. 2, 1899 
Do. do. American pattern .. | Sept. 8, 1902 
Do. combination, wavy and vertical straight | Dec. 30, 1902 
lines. 
Do. ) do. 2 straight lines at top and | Nov. 26, .1903 
bottom 
Do. 7 parallel bars, no numeral in centre|Nov. 29, 1901 
Do. | do. district letter or numeral | July 8, 1908 
| in centre. 
Do. | 6 do. no die number .. | Dec. 238, 1903 
Do. do. die number between 3rd | Nov. 9, 1905 
| and 4th lines. 
Triangle with dis- | 7 do. no initials or numerals ., |No date, but accoré 
trict letters only. first issued aboo \ 
: : : May, .1904. 
Do. do. but district initials in | ° 
centre. 
Do. 6 do. die number between 3rd 
and 4th lines. 
Do. combination, wavy and vertical straight 
lines. oa A : 
Square, bar at top | 6 parallel bars, die number between 3rd | Mar. A | : 
and bottom. and 4th lines. 
Do. do. no numeral .. ss Lae. a. 7 : 4 
Do. 7 do. no numeral .. .. | Aug. 81, 1 
Do. combination, wavy and vertical straight | April 13, 7 
lines, 
Square without | 6 parallel bars, die number between 8rd Jan. 11, * 
bars. and 4th lines. % 
Do. . do, no numeral -. | dan. 15, 
Do. 7 dc no numeral ++ | Jan, 10, * 
Round with double} 7 do. cut square at ends; a! May 18. ' 
circle and ba nd : continuously repeating postmark. ‘ a 


across, 


Round with single | 5 or 6 parallel bars, ends Shaped to fit Aug. 23, i 


circle and date in | dater; new continuous postmark. 
- aes . 


g floating in the breeze 


(800) 


The History of Railway Stamp 
Collecting. 


(From the Preface to Mr. H. L. Ewen’s No. 4 Catalogue of 
Railway Letter Stamps.) 
S nearly as can be ascertained, the total number of Railway Letter 
Stamps printed down to August, 1906, was 2,992,826. This total of 
nearly three millions includes the following highest individual totals :— 


Great Western ... ..  990,000°7 
1 North-Eastern | ... 262.000 
Sat London & North-Western . ... ' 220,000 

) North British —... Bat ... 180,036 

| Midland... * e ... 174,000 

London & South-Western ... <«s . 183,089 

London, Brighton & 8. Coast ... 153,000 
South-Eastern and 8. KH. & C. ... 140,000 
Great Eastern... at 1ST bake 

2 Caledonian é: ~~ 121.0005? 
ie Great Southern & W Biers .. 114,000 ? 
| Great Northern (Ireland) ... ... 90,000 
3 ,, > (England) .. . 78,000°? 

On the other hand, the smallest quantities supplied to individual, 


eam panies are the following : — 


* Kanturk & Newmarket ce + AQGES 
* North Pembrokeshire & Fishguard... 200 
* Liverpool, St. Helens & South Lancs.... 240 
* Wigan Junction... oe cc. ae 
Port Talbot & Docks rc “508 
Southwold a3 ics a SOG 
Dumbarton & Balloch Sie ... 928 
* Aylesbury & Buckingham ... ee GUD 


The Companies maked * bave ceased to exist. 
The total number of types to be obtained is 16,217. The Railway Com- 
panies which have created the largest number of types are the following :— 


North-Eastern 2 730 
Metropolitan .«. 1,200 
South-Eastern and S, E. & a, = 924 
London & South-Western ... me: 924 
Midland ; = 840 
London, Brighton & Ss. Bo ustil fe. OTe 
London & N.-Western 420 
Belfast & N. Counties 396 
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Great Hastern 
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On the other hand, the following Companies have managed with a 


minimum number of types :— 


North Pembroke and Fishguard 
East London (7 printings) 


8 types. 


14 types. 


whilst a number of Companies only had a single printing of 12 types. 
Those Companies whose stamps are the most difficult to find are the 


following :— 
Ayrshire and Wigtownshire. y 
Finn Valley. 
Barry Dock and Railway. a 
Kanturk and Newmarket. 
Ballycastle. 


Printings of Railway Letter Stamys.—About 1901 the Railway Clearin : 
House sent round a recommendation to the Railway Companies to print} 
their letter stamps in larger supplies, thus reducing the number of printings 
and the cost of printing, besides causing less variation in colour, etc. 
Fortunately for collectors this reconmendation has been very generally 1 
acted upon and Companies which formerly had a new issue every two or 
three months now get one sufficient to last several years. The largest 
printings ever made were as follows :— 


Great Western ... 
London and N.-Western... 50,000 (once) 2 ,, 
West Clare (Ireland) ae. 648,000 4 4, ) 200 5 
Cheshire Lines ... fie. 01,8004) OO ig 
London and N.-Western... 30,000 (5times) 23 ,, 


Portpatrick & Girvan. 

City of Glasgow Union. 
Glasgow, Barrhead & Kilm. 
Pembroke & Tenby. 
London, Chatham & Dover. i 
Manchester, Sheff. & Lincs. } 
Belfast & N. Counties. 
Belfast & Co. Down. 
Waterford & Limerick. 
Metropolitan. : 
Portpatrick & Wigtownshire. 


"peng RO tg 


Y ted 


\ 


Sufficient 
to last for 


120,000 ? (twice) 7 years 


Midland & Grt. Western... 30,000 (twice) 8 ,, 


North British 


20,004 (9times) 2 ,, 


Yublin, Wicklow & Wexford 20,000 ? (once) — 
+. Southern & Western... 20,000 (3 times ?) 2 ,, 


90,000 (4 times ?) 2_,, 


£3 «i IQNNDN {onece) | ee kK 


Se 


On the other hand, some Companies like to give themselves extra 
trouble by ordering frequently and in small quantities, thereby considerably 
increasing the cost of printing. The Metropolitan holds the record in this 
respect fora Company that has issued the stamps over along period. At 
first it only got ten sheets (!) printed at a time and even in recent years 
only 20 sheets. It is rare for a Company to get less than 100 sheets at a 
time. The record number is 2,000 sheets of 24 by the West Clare Company, 
but it is imagined this Company intended to order 2,000 stamps, not 2,000 
sheets. The Great Western is also supposed to print 2,000 sheets at a time, 
but the figures have not been officially confirmed. The smallest printings 

/ ever made are as follows :— 


N. Pembroke & eek caat ... 200 (25 
Sheftield & Midland Fs Dee fF 5 
Liverpool, 8: H.&S.L. ... 240 (20 ,, ) 5 years. 
The figures queried are estimated. It will be seen that there is no 
‘ authenticated parallel to the Metropolitan Railway Company’s 10 sheets at 
| a time. 
Origin of Railway Letter Post-—About 1889 the Court Bureau was 
established to facilitate, amongst other objects, the collection of letters in 
on Sunday and their posting outside the London Postal District on 
y so that they might be delivered in the provinces first thing on 
tere morning. Even at the present day (1906) Londoners have to pay 
2» ci scial posting fee if they want their letters despatched on Sunday 
a son. 
{ _.he Post-Office objected to the activities of the Court Bureau, but took 
) steps to provide Londoners with greater facilities for posting and receiving 
letters. One of the concessions thus granted to the public was the right to 
‘send letters by any passenger train on payment of an extra 2d. over the 
{ordinary postage (a method of expediting letters that had previously existed 
‘without official sanction) and it was intended to issue for this purpose at 
jevery post-office 3d. postage stamps surcharged ‘‘ Railway Letter Postage.”’ 
Proofs of these stamps were actually made, but in the course of negotiations 
| with the Railway Clearing House it became evident that the use of such a 


stamp would make it very difficult —if not altogether impossible—to fairly 
| : 
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' Stamps. Period of Issue. 
t London, Chatham & Dover ... 36? (3? sheets) One day. 
| East London a: .. 60? (30 , =»)  #+$=—\|Few days. 
Kanturk & Newmarket Ac oe oe. Cae). 1h eae 
Macclesfield Committee a. 2OS? - CG ee) 6b Mae 
| Gidham, Kempton’ G. B. =... 102 7% 5 -) 5 % 
\ London, Chatham & Dover ...120? GO , ) 3 ,, 
Neath & Brecon ... <<, 14421254, .) 2 years 
Ballycastle .-. 200 (22 4, +). 8 months. 
) 
) 


be) 


A re Ongena, 
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divide the two-thirds revenue derived from its sale amongst the various 
Railway Companies concerned. Accordingly each (Company was permitted 
to collect its own portion of the revenue but the Postmaster-General, for 
the protection of his privileges, designed the stamp and dictated the colour 
in which it was to be printed, viz., green. One Company, the North-Eastern, 
which did not conform to the specification, was required to change its 
stamps, but in recent years the Post-Office has been somewhat apathetic in 
the matter and several Companies have adopted unauthorised colours and 
designs. ; 

Railway Letters are treated by the Post-Office as ordinary post letters 
and the Railway Letter Stamps on them have to be postmarked by postal 
officials in the same way as ordinary postage stamps, although this is not 
very frequently done. 

History of Railway Letter Stamps.—It is a matter of great surprise 
that these stamps have met with so little attention from stamp collectors in 
general. It is not as if they were private issues, pure and simple. They are 
issued by sanction of the Postmaster-General and the Railway Companies in 
issuing them and conveying railway letters are acting as agents of the 
Postmaster-General. 

The stamps were first issued on Sunday, Ist February, 1891, and it is 
not difficult to understand that so important a philatelic occurrence should 
have passed almost unnoticed, when it is remembered that very few people ! 
knew anything about British stamps in those days. Many collectors did 
not even know that our older issues had plate-numbers ! There were no priced | 
catalogues of British stamps published and no dealers took much interest | 
in them. 

The next scene is the London Philatelic Exhibition, opened at the end : 
of July, 1897. For this Exhibition, Mr. Ewen increased his stock of the 
green stamps by buying sheets of the 17th issue of the London and South- 
Western Railway, and also imported some sheets of the red Waterford, 
Dungarvan and Lismore and blue Cork and Macroom Railways. At the 
Exhibition, Mr. ©. F. Dendy Marshall came to Mr. Ewen’s stall and asked 
to see any of these stamps, but was told only “ green, blue and red were in 
stock and it was considered these three varieties were sufficient to collect, 
the name being immaterial!” 

During 1897, Mr. C. I’. Dendy Marshall continued to collect these 
stamps in a more scientific manner than anyone had adopted before, and it 
was due to his efforts that Mr. Ewen eventually took them up, although a 
first only with the idea of obliging clients of his firm. At the latter end o 
1897 articles appeared in the London Philatelist and Stanley Gibbons’ 
Monthly Journal, from the pens respectively of Mr. Marshall and Mr. 
T. A. Stodart of Dublin. No one however took any notice of printings, 
varieties being limited to the gauge of perforation or difference in design. 
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It was about February or March, 1898, that collectors woke up to the 
fact that these stamps could be had by applying to station-masters and 
booking clerks, and as a chance result of one of these enquiries Mr. Marshall 
secured some of the Ist issue North-Kastern, printed in red, which he 
exchanged with Mr. Ewen at 20/- each. 

In October, 1900, Mr. Ewen commenced his enquiries for the History 
of Railway Letter Stamps. ‘This was eventually published a year later at a 
loss of £300 but it provided collectors at the moderate cost of a guinea with 
an immense amount of information. 

i After the publication of the History, Mr. Ewen continued to collect, but 
-\ it was about this period that he finally ceased to deal in Railway Letter 
Stamps. For some unfathomable reason the Railway Companies object to 
the stamps being made the subject of trade, even though such bartering is a 
convenience to collectors. However unreasonable this view may seem, Mr. 
_ Ewen decided to meet the wishes of the Companies, being indebted to most 
of them for many kindnesses, and in recent years has not so much as 
exchanged a duplicate, although of course reserving the right to sell his 
ae collection at any time should he wish to retire from the hobby. 
. As a result of these thousands of enquiries spread over years it has been 
‘found possible to almost complete the history of the stamps. Nearly all 
' transfers have been discovered and described and Mr. Ewen has succeeded 
| in getting for his collection no fewer than 13,278 cf the 16,217 types known 
| to exist. 

It may perhaps be of interest to give a list of the stamps still unknown. 

Barry Dock & Railways, 2nd issue, 8°94. 
Hull & Barnsley, 3rd issue, 10°02. Probably not yet issued. 
Macclesfield Committee, 2nd issue. 6°91. 
Manchester, South Junction & Altrincham, 3rd issue,—’93, numbered 

in manuscript. 
} North-Eastern, 10th issue, 4°93. Known used but not issued. 
/ North Wales & Liverpool, 3rd issue, 4°99. Probably never issued. 
| Pembroke & Tenby, Ist issue, 1°91. Unknown until this year, when 
( a used copy was discovered. 
Wigan Junction, 2nd issue,—'04. Doubtful if ever issued. 
Ayrshire & Wigtownshire. Only a proof is known. 
Glasgow, Barrhead & Kilmarnock Joint, 2nd issue,—92. 
Highland, 7°92, 2nd issue. 
Ballycastle, Ist, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th issues all unknown (1891-1894), 
except proofs of Ist, 3rd and 5th. 

Belfast & County Down, 2nd and 7th issues unknown. 
Belfast & Northern Counties, llth, 14th, 16th, 22nd and possibly 


other earlier issues unknown. — 
Finn Valley. Known used but not unused. 
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A total of 20 issues entirely unknown. ‘The other principal discoveries 
waiting to be made are as follows :— 
Great Western Railway, Ist issue. All 60 types are known but in 
the absence of blocks 16 of them cannot be placed. 
London, Chatham and Dover. The order and identity of the 
1891-97 printings is very uncertain, ‘l'ransfers I. and II. are 
not yet completely identified. Nos. 1 and 2 of transfer IV. 
are unknown and would be specially interesting in view of the 
irregularity in the intermediate types. 
London, Tilbury and Southend. The number of printings befor 
1898 is uncertain. 
Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire. Absence of sufficient 
material prevents the 2nd to 7th issues being definitely identi- 
fied. 
City of Glasgow Union. Transfer types are unidentified. 
Glasgow, Barrhead and Kilmarnock Joint. Knowledge of transfers 
I. to IV. is very insufficient. 
Great North of Scotland. Transfer 1. not yet completely described. 
Highland Railway. Identity of 3rd issue doubtful. 
North British. Order of first three printings not quite certain. 
Portpatrick and Girvan Joint. Number of printings unknown. 
Portpatrick and Wigtownshire. The 1891 printings are not yet 


definitely identified. 
Ballycastle Railway. Early history almost unknown. 


Belfast & County Down & Belfast & Northern Counties. Early 
history very uncertain. 
Finn Valley. ‘Transfer types mostly unknown. 
Great Northern (Ireland). Types of transfers I., Ii. and III. only 
partially known. 
Great Southern & Western. Number of printings from transfer 
II. unknown ; probably either 1, 2, 3 ‘or 4. 
Kanturk & Newmarket. Transfer types not all known. 
Shgo, Leitrim and Northern Counties. Early history very in 
sufficiently known. | 
Waterford & Central Ireland. Transfer L., types unknown. 
Waterford, Limerick and Western. Types of transfer I. unknow 
There are also many finishing touches to be put to the order of tl 
printings in such companies as the London and South Western (the 1893-9 
issues being at present arranged on very slender evidence), London, Brighto 
and South-Coast (1892-94 issues), ete. 
To those collectors who wish to study these stamps, the following hint 
may be given: (i) Collect only/in entire sheets and commence with a smal 
group of the Companies ; (ii) njount the stamps in an album of which th 
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leaves are at least 13104 or even 14104 im.; (iii) mount the stamps 

sideways so that in turning over the leaves they fall away from you; 
(iv) devote at least four leaves to each printing : (a) for notes, printed extracts, 
description of types, etc.; (b) for shades, postmarked copies, etc.; (¢) for 
an entire sheet, unsevered if possible, otherwise reconstructed ; (d) speci- 
mens on entires. In some cases b and ¢ can go on the same page; in others 
¢ requires several pages if each pane is put on a separate page; (v) a daim- 
aged copy of a type is better than none at all; (vi) in collecting these stamps 
lo not be dependent on stamp dealers; (vii) don’t be afraid to put your 
anodest request before the secretary or other gh official of a railway 
company; (vii) the majority of Companies have no objection to your 
sending a letter to a station-master asking him to stick a letter stamp on 
it and forward by train, but the necessary fee must be enclosed ; (ix) it 
is advisable to hunt up the correct postal address of a station before writing 
to it; (x) many Companies do not even object to their station officials 
being written to for unused stamps; (xi) although there 1s little chance of 
now finding any of the great rarities at the stations, there is always a slight 
- chance and in any case many of the issues of five or even ten years ago are 
still to be found with a little trouble; (xii) keep an exact record of what 
your collection costs you; it will be interesting in future years. The 
‘author's remarkable collection catalogues some £27,000, but only cost be- 
_ tween £2,000 and £3,000. 


i 
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Things Worth Knowing. 


By Brerrram W. H. Poo.e. 
(Reprinted from the West End Philatelist.) 
EXPRESS AND SPECIAL DELIVERY STAMPS. 


HE philatelist who seeks to obtain a complete collection of the world’s 
express and special delivery stamps will find his task a comparatively 
easy one, for, including all errors and minor varieties, the total 

number would not exceed forty. 


These special postal services are, we believe, available in a good many 
countries now-a-days, though only nine have issued special.stamps to be used 
in connection with them. 


The United States of America easily heads the list as the pioneer ip 
the use of special delivery stamps, for it issued a specimen so early as. 
1885. Canada, which takes second place, did not bring out a special 
delivery stamp until 1898, and in the year following, Cuba and Guam, 
enjoying the benefits the U.S. A. administration, had stamps of this nature 
provided them. The Phillippine Islands followed suit in 1901, and in 1903 


express delivery stamps appeared in Mauritius, New Zealand, and Italy. At _ 


present, the ‘‘ wooden spoon”’ is held by Spain, which issued a stamp last 
year in connection with its express delivery service. 


The Express Delivery ig quite an important branch in the working of 
the British Post Office, but no special stamps are provided for the prepayment ‘e 
of the fees. Payment is made by means of ordinary postage stamps, which 
are affixed to special forms provided by the post office. 


There ate three Express Delivery services available for the use of ine 


1. By special messenger all the way. 
2. By special messenger after transmission by post. 
8. By special delivery in advance of the ordinary mail, at request of 


the addressee. . 


Service I.—By means of this service, a letter or packet of any descrips_ 
tion can be sent from any fairly important office, and delivered by a specia\, 
messenger. It is interesting to note that by means of this service a perso} 
can be conducted to any address by an express messenger, 


public in the country, viz. :— | 


Service IT.—A letter is sent by the mail in the usual way, but on reach 
> ing the delivery office is despatched by express messenger, and this reach 
TDA, addressee some time before the ordinary postal delivery takes place. 


Se ynice I11.—By means of this service, a person or firm can receive its, 
correspOmdence by special messenger, in advance of the ordinary delivery. 
X | 


—_ 
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The “ special delivery ” service in Great Britain is quite different from 
the “Express” service, and refers purely to the arrangement, by means 
of which it is possible to have a private box and bag, on payment of an 
annual fee, and thus secure delivery of one’s correspondence whenever 
desired, instead of by the ordinary daily deliveries. | 


But in most other countries, especially those mentioned below, the 
express and special delivery services are practically synonymous, and are 
more or less on the lines of the British express services described previously. 

The following is a short descriptive list of all the special delivery and 


_eXpress stamps at present known :— 
~ 


t  Canapda.—The only special delivery stamp in use in this Colony is of 

he facial value of 10 cents, and is inscribed ‘‘ SPECIAL DELIVERY WITHiN 

ITY Limits.” Letters and parcels having one of these stamps affixed can, 

e presume, be delivered at once by express messenger within the precincts 

f the town in which it is posted. This stamp was issued in 1898, and 
rinted in green, and last year its colour was changed to blue-green. 

Cuba.— Under the United States administration the 10c. special delivery 


tamp of the U. 8. A. 1895 issue was surcharged “ cuBA,”’ etc., in red, for 
ase in this island. A variety is known in which the stop after ‘“ cUBA ”’ is 


__.maitted. In 1899, the Republican Government issued a 10c. special delivery 


Stamp, in orange, showing a boy on a bicycle, in the centre. At the base it 
is inscribed ‘‘ Asegura entrega immediata al—llegar 4 la administracion de 
idestino.’’ In November 1992, a fresh issue was made, and in this the third 
ord is spelt ‘‘ tinmediata.” 
| Guam.—A special delivery stamp was issued in 1899, the 10c. U.S. A. 
stamp of 1895 being surcharged ‘‘ GUAM ”’ for this purpose. 

Iraty.—On the Ist of June, 1903, a 25c. Express Letter stamp, printed 
_rose, was issued here. [t is large oblong in shape and bears the portrait 
/King Victor Emmanuel III. at the left side, with “ Exprusso,” “centr 

5,” “ POSTE ITALIANE ”’ and various ornamentation occupying the remainder 

f the space. 
Mauritius —In 1903, the 15c. stamp of the Labourdonnais. type was 
Iurcharged “‘ EXPRESS—DELIVERY—L5c.” in three lines, inred. It was then 
ecided that this 15c. rate should only be applied to inland express letters, 
another printing of the stamps took place with the word “(INLAND)” 
ich was so arranged as to fill the space between ‘‘ DELIVERY ”’ and “‘ldc.”’ 
second supply was issued at a later date, in which the whole of the 
rcharge was applied at once. This can easily be identified, owing to the 
thict that the words “ EXPRESS DELIVERY” are closer together. In 1904, 


me the surcharge was applied to impressions taken from the plate for the 
pee stamps of the ordinary type, with the tablet at the base blank, and 


inted in grey-green. 


re 


Printings from the rupee plate were also made in green and sur- 
charged ‘‘ (FOREIGN) —EXPRESS--DELIVERY—18 CENTS,” in four lines in black | 
An error of this stamp is known with a note of exclamation instead of 
the “1’’——“ FOREIGN.” 


New ZEALAND.—In 1903, an express delivery stamp bearing the facial 
value of 6d. appeared. It is inscribed “Secures immediate delivery at a 
special delivery office,” and is apparently only available on packages posted 
in the town in which the addressee resides. The value is in red, and 
the rest of the stamp is in violet. 


PHILLIPPINES.—On the 6th September, 1901, a supply of the ordinary 
10c. special delivery stamps of the U.S. A. was surcharged ‘t PHILLIPPINES ’ 
in red for use here, and the variety is, we believe, still current. 


Sparn. --In 1905, an express letter stamp of the value of 20 centimos 
was issued. It is printed in red, and the design shows a winged horse flying 
over the sun to the left and on the right are the Spanish Arms. This is 
evidently meant to typify the furious rate at which the messenger will travel 
The inscription at the top is ‘‘ CORRESPONDENC!A URGENTE.” 


Unitep Srates.—The first special delivery stamp issued in 1885 show 
a messenger running with a letter in his hand on the left, and on the right 
the following is inscribed—‘ secures immediate delivery at a special delivery, — 
office.’ The stamp is printed in blue. In 1888 the inscription was altered } 
to “any post office,” and in 1893 the colour was changed to orange. In 
1894 a new plate was made in which a line was placed under the value} 
“‘TEN CENTS,” and 1n 1895 a fresh printing was made on watermarked paper.) 
The colour of both the latter stamps is indigo or deep-blue. In 1902 a new 7 
design was adopted in which a boy on a bicycle appears on the left. The'\ 
inscription on the right reads “secures immediate delivery at any United]. 
States Post Office.” This stamp is printed in blue, and like all the preceding 
special delivery labels bears the facial value of 10 cents. 
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Notes and Extracts. 


HE slustralian Philatelist (January) remarks: “ It should be a matter 
for congratulation that Australia has preserved the purity of its 
stamps as well as it has done ;” and goes on to say ‘“‘ We doubt if any 

other group of countries can show such a number of good records, and, 
taken as a whole, Australian Philatelists have every reason to be proud of 
their stamps.” 


There is, of course, much to be said for the great age of some of the 
Australian designs, but ‘ purity ” as applied to the issues of Oceania seems a 
trifle unconvincing. 


HEN Major Evans had added his contribution (a strong one) to the 
W symposium in G. 8. W. on the ‘‘ Limitations of a Simplified Col- 
lection ’’ we really hoped that with the closing of the second volume 
for 1906 the Limited Simplified Collector having done his little turn would 
disappear at the wings. But here he is again in 1907 apparently going to 
last quite a long time yet. He couldn't help being overweighted with the 
term “Symposium,” that wasn’t his fault, but he has served at least one 
~~ aseful purpose—he has. proved conclusively that the best men to run a 
catalogue are the old hands. The tender mercies of the ‘‘ boy’ in philately 
re cruel, his methods crude, and his aims divergent. 


M@@HE Australian Philatelist is indebted to the Rev. W. Wiles for the 
following poem written on the 17th March, 1846, by Christina Rosetti, 
at that time 16 years of age :— 

; TO ELIZABETH READ. 

(With some Postage Stamps for a Collection.) 

Sweetest Elizabeth, accept I pray, 

4 These lowly stamps I send in homage true: 


One hundred humble servants in their way 
Are not to be despised, though poor to view. 


; Their livery of red on black—nor gay 

I Nor sober all—is typical of you, 

mC In whom are gravity and gladness mixt : 

l Thought here, smiles there—perfection lies betwixt. 


th der the tuition of our sister Maria. She is now Mrs. Bull, widow of a leading Physician in 
reford. Christina had a most cordial liking for her. The design to this trifle is a human 
sonation of one of the stamps bowing in the character of a‘ humble servant,” and wearing 
‘‘ livery of red and black,’’ of a sort of medieval cut.” 
' We all know that Miss Rosetti was a poet though there is but little of 
he true poetic ring about the verse now resurrected, in which we hardly 
{ . 7 . . . " s 9 < ‘ 
ink she had justification for repudiating some of the conventionalities of 
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her art, but apart from her personality these lines are interesting as an 
early record of the setting in of the stamp-collecting tide, and its clever 
application to the whim of a passing moment. Some day when we get an 
authentic anthology of Philatelic verse (or worse) Elizabeth Read may there 
find immortality. 


GC, Philatelic Journal of Great Britain reviews the Philatelic Journal 
of India under the heading “ Philately in the Colonies ”—and yet 
India is not a Colony. 


i W. J. PHILLIPS spent Christinas in Paris stamp hunting. Ke 


| T’ the risk of hurting the feelings of the Simplified Limited Collector wé 
would remark that Gibbons’ list of shades of the lower values of the 
current stamps of France should be extended. 


2 oe ee - -—— 


HE West End Philatelist tells the story of the Mauritius “2 cents 
provisional of 1887. Fearing a shortage of that value the Postmastet 
surcharged a small stock of the then current 13 cents. He waited 

and watched until one day a mail boat turned up with a fresh supply. He) 
then thought his anxiety was at an end, but the vessel was placed in quaran- 
tine owing to sickness on board from 8 o’clock to noon. At the latter hourf_ 
the mails were landed but the short delay has to answer for the issue of thet 
provisional, of which 2,400 left the Post Office. 


—— —___.. 


HES. C. #. has presented its subscribers with copies of the “ Harr 
Furniss ” burlesque of the South Kensington Jubilee Envelope and 
Card (1890) as a special “ Christmas Supplement.” Major Evans 
work on the Mulready Caricatures is well known and this clever caricatur¢ 
of the first ‘* Charity ” postal issue might very appropriately be illustrated anc 
described in his forthcoming work on British entires. Its age and popular 
ity have earned for it permanent fame, and the due respect of even serio 
philatelists. 


Kk are indebted to several correspondents for sight of the 194 
W ‘Julen’ (Christmas) stamp of Denmark, printed in green and black 
It has no postal value, but when »” ked to a letter is allow ed to bi 
postmarked.—H. W. 8. News. Be 
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ae alin. Philatelic Exhibition, London, 1906, 


RECEIPTS. ORE Sa SXPENDITURE. 6.8, d. 
To Deposit on Guarantors - «2 147 4 6 | By Refund to Guarantors 147 4 6 
, Donations re aod oO. a » Rent of Hall, Severe. ea 
,», Dealers’ Stalls... .. 802 10 0 Wages 316 8 2 
,, Entry Fees and Insurance .. 50711 8 | » Show Cases, Halls, ‘Boards and 
,, Catalogues and Advertisements. 275 10 3 Haapings B00. 38.2 
' ,, Tickets for Admission 7 » 00  4.40:p>”, aie Stationery and Adver- 16119 7 
» Medals .. os a9 2 ae eee cas : . 185 1 2 
+» Banquet . a UO Maaels and Ona . W807 4 
t” Pleasure Trips 7 mo 46 14.5 , 5 
; »» Insurance ze - 204 9 8 
, Interest on Deposit ie 418 8 
: », Postages a oo ) OTe. 7 
»» Sundries ‘a oes O19 58 », Honorarium toHon.Secy. .. 105 0 0 
] », Banquet A ooo SEG 6 
» Pleasure Trips = .- Coey 7 
»» Sundries nN > Opaay 
,, Balance in Bank— 
On Deposit £250 0 0 
€ Current A/e 238 5 32 
i —- 278 5 2 
t £21 1845 6 .__ £2,184 5 6 


Examined with the Books and Vouchers and Bankers’ Pass Book and 
found to be in accordance therewith. 


(Signed) ArTHUR W. CHAMBERS, 


e 
. ( ” ) C. FE. McNAUGHTAN. ) 5 uditors. 


Lancia FRANZ REICHENHEIM, 


Hon. Treasurer. 
30th October, 1906. 
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HE International Philatelic Exhibition, London, 1906.—We have much 
( pleasure in presenting to our readers the final balance sheet of the 
1 recent Philatelic Exhibition. It will be seen at a glance that the 
wesults are eminently satisfactory, and reflect the greatest credit upon M. Franz 
IReichenheim, the indefatigable and courteous Honorary Treasurer, and those 
rmembers of the Exhibition Committee who were associated with him in his 
ltbours. Despite the heavy total of expenses, amounting to close upon 
£)2, 000, it will be seen that the substantial margin of £273-5-2 remains to 
thie credit balance of the Exhibition Committee, We understand that the 
general feeling is that this substantial ‘‘ nest-egg ”’ should be placed under 
thie control of trustees of the highest standing, to be used in the future for 


tfhe benefit of Philately. 


The largest item in the receipts is that produced by the sale of the 
( ealers’ stalls, viz., £802-10-0. It can hardly be imagined that this large sum 


" 
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was, in the aggregate, regained by the profits on sales made during the Kxhi- 
bition, and we collectors must certainly congratulate the members of the 
trade upon the liberal way in which they supported the project, coupled with 
the sincere hope that, in the long run, they may be fully recouped for their 
heavy outlay. 


On the expenditure side it will be noticed, as already mentioned in this 
journal, that the guarantors have been entirely refunded, and that the Hon- 
orary Secretary (Mr. H. R. Oldfield) has had 1 modest honorarium for the 
enormous inroads made upon his professional occupations. The expenditure 
upon the social festivities that were so eminently successful, and that afforded 
so much pleasure to our visitors, is under £150, and great credit is due 
to those gentlemen who organized this important feature of the Exhibition. 
The financial statement, in our judgment, is beyond adverse criticism in 
almost every respect, and will afford all encouragement to the promoters of 
the next Philatelic Exhibition of London.— London Philatelist. 


NEW (the 7th) edition of Messrs. Whitfield King & Co.'s catalogue 

rl is out (January 1907). It meets the wants of all young collectors 

admirably, and while it continues to appear to talk of the necessity for 

a simplified catalogue for beginners is to waste time and energy. The want 
is purely an imaginary one. 


 S 


IR JAMES FERGUSSON, who was killed in the collapse of an Hotel, in 
S Kingston, during the recent earthquake there lived a long and strenu- 
ous life of incident. Born 75 years ago. he was educated at Rugby 
and Oxford, went into the Army and served in theCrimea. While on active 
service in 1854, he was elected M. P., for Ayrshire, in place of a Colonel of 
the Scots Guards, killed at Inkerman. Sir James retired from the Army 
two years later, intending to devote himself to politics; but in 1857 was un- 
seated. His interests were almost as much Colonial and Indian as Imperial. 
He was subsequently in turn Governor of South Australia, New Zealar ‘ 
and Bombay. In Bombay his second wife died of cholera in 1882 amy 
circumstances which evoked universal expressions of sympathy and regret. 
Re-entering Parliament in 1885 as member for North-East Manchester, he 
held various minor appointments in Conservative Governments, becomin’g 
Postmaster-General in 1891. He lost his seat at the General Hlection ‘n 
January 1906, being beaten by a Labour candidate. It seems the very iro11y 
fate that, after so many years of public service, he should have met, a 
as it death when peacefully visiting a West Indian Colony in the interests 
ish cotton-growing and trade within the Empire. As chief of thie 

‘ost Office and as an Indian Governor of distinction his tragic emis aA 
corr ingly noticed in these pages. | 


] 
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N the 17th October, 1891, there appeared in Punch a spirited cartoon by 
Mr. Sambourne, entitled ‘‘ Just Caught the Post.’ It depicts Sir James 
in a great hurry and the act of popping acopy of his election return 

notice into the LONDON-INLAND box of a Post Office. It was a near 
thing for his Postmaster-generalship. ‘he drawing is accompanied by the 
following verses :— 


Sir J-m-s F-rg-ss-n Loquitar :— 


Just in time to catch the post! 

Pheugh! But the Pats would have ‘ had me on toast”’ 
(As ’Arry would say in his odious slang), 

If I had been but a little bit later. 

Out o’ breath as it is. Ah hang 

This hurrying business, my mouth’s like a crater, 
Dreadfully dry, and doosedly hot. 

Rather a downer this is for Scott’s lot! 

Feared Mrs. Manchester miyht just say 

(In the popular patter of my young day) 

“ Tt is all very well (with a wink and a jeer) 

‘“* But you, Master Fergusson, don’t loduve here !” 
All mnght, now though! saved my bacon. 

My defeat might the cause have shaken. 

Just in time. There! Popped it in! 

Awfully glad it conveys a Win; 

Although one fifty ain’t much to boast,— 

*Twixt you and me and the (General) Post ! 


> 


\ 
| HE Post Office designed a special post-mark for the Minto Féte Post 

Office. It takes the form of a red cross encircled by the words 

**Minto Féte, Calcutta.” The Post Office which was in the same 
tent as the telephone and telegraph offices remained open during the hours 
p4 the Fete. The new post-mark was greatly in request for picture 
pst cards. 


HE Egyptian 4 mil. has appeared with the white background. 


FRESH supply of Maldives has appeared with the surcharge identical 
with that on the first. The high prices asked for the earlier lot were 
apparently unjustified, regarded in the light of subsequent happenings, 


(25° 
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RITISH Stamps have appeared with the surcharge Morocco Agencies 
B in black. The values are in Spanish. Nine values as follows :-— 


5 centimos on 3d, 
10. do. ld. 
15 do. L4di, 
20 = do. 2d. 
25 dao. 24d. 
HO do. 5d. 

1 peseta 10d. 

ge. do. on 2s, and 6d. 

Bo:.00. 5s. 


HE United States Post Ottice Department has decided to dispense with 

6 the services of several of the official cats which are maintained to keep 

down the mice in the New York General Post Office. ‘I'he number of 

the cats has increased so greatly that the appropriation of £1 a month is 
insufficient to feed them all.— Birmingham Weekly Post. 


IGHTY-THREE copies of the Delhi Durbar Postal Guide for January 
cr 1903 were specially advertised by the Honorary Secretaries of the 
Minto Féte as for sale to the highest bidders on behalf of the Féte. 

We have not taken the trouble to enquire what this non-philatelic printed 
matter was sold for. It is improbable that this fresh supply of the Guide’s 
set of defaced postals was specially created for the occasion but it would be 
re-assuring were Mr. Stewart Wilson, or some other philatelist in a position 
to do so, to announce that the plate from which the imitation postmarks 
were overprinted is destroyed. } 


R. STEWART WILSON kindly informs us that the Las Bela Post 
Office was taken over on the Ist March, 1907. In future there wiil ke 
two Imperial Post Offices : one (Post and Telegraph) at Las pen ard 

one (post only) at Son Miari. 


pe | 
; Me | 

Oo. Egyptian “Service’’ de |’ Etat’’ stamp is to be abolished and the 
ordinary stamps will be overprinted for service purposes as regal ids 
official letters, but not parcels. 


\ 


HE Royal Philatelic Society has decided upon the formation of} 
reference collection of its own. 


: : 


a 
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RK. DORNING BECKTON was down for a display of Denmark and 
Mr. E. D. Bacon for a paper on the Ionian Islands on the 7th and 
2lst February respectively before the RK. P. 8. L. 


nu ZEALAND commemorative stamps are out. Go by them—don’t 
go buy them. Values 4, 1, 3 and 6d. 


N interesting article entitled ‘‘ War-Time Philately in South Africa” 
by Mr. Mortimer Menpes begins in the S. C. F. of 26th January. 


HE same paper reproduces a letter to a Calcutta contemporary girding 
6 at the proposed issue of Indian ‘‘ Charity” stamps. Its writer remarks 
“it is to be hoped that the Indian Government will not demean them- 
selves by any such despicable action,” and likens it, if it does “‘ demean them- 
selves’’ to a petty Central American Republic. Now “despicable” is a 
strong word. ‘To apply it to the action of right-minded people anxious to 
collect funds for the sick and the sad by legitimate means is indeed a des- 
picable action and to liken the Government of India, were it to sanction the 
issue of these labels as official receipts for small donations made through the 
Post Office, to a swindling republic that sells demonitised labels as Postage 


Stamps to thoughtless and ignorant collectors is also despicable. 


The Post Office of India already does good work in the cause of Thrift 
through its Savings Bank Department, and it does good work too in the cause 
of Healing by the sale of Quinine in properly arranged doses in places at a 
distance from medical aid. 
~ Why then should it be debarred from using its vast organisation in the 
cause of Charity ? 


HE following letter to the Editor appears in The Dickensian (the organe 
© of the ‘‘Dickens Fellowship ’’) for February ; Sir—In common with th 
rest of the world, I have read and re-read Mr. Chesterton’s illuminating 
allusions concerning Charles Dickens with the greatest interest. There 
one of them about which I do not remember seeing any remark in any 
re! iew or other notice. It seems to me that the pages of The //ickensian 
mpjght worthily record it as a wonderful instance of Dickens’ never varying 
pijopensity to keep ahead of his time. 

In Chapter IX, page 214, the author writes: 

‘‘His (Dickens’) shortest postcard is often as good as his ablest novel ; 
each one of them is different ;’’ and he goes on to dilate upon other charac- 
istics of his postcards. 

Now Dickens died on 9th June, 1870, and the first British postcard 


wajs issued on Ist October, 1870. 


ter. 


Yours faithfully, 

WILMOT CORFIELD. 
25, Mancor LANE, CALCUTTA, 
17th December, 1906. 


(oan. ) 


T i. said that negotiations are taking place between the State of Jaipur 
| and the Imperial Government in view to the putting through of a Postal 
Convention similar to those concluded with Chamba, Gwalior, Jhind, 


Nabha and Patiala. 


UZAFFER-ED-DIN, the late Shah of Persia, is succeeded by Mahomed 
Ti Ali Mirza. The dead Ruler misgoverned and oppressed Persia for 
about 11 years. It remains to be seen whether the new occu- 

pant of the Peacock throne will set matters philatelic to nghts through- 
out the land. The management of postal affairs seems to have been left to 


foreigners recently. 


=~ EE fifth edition (1907) of Hagen’s Priced Catalogue of the stamps. of 
6 Australia, New Zealand and the South Sea Islands has reached us. As 
a publication this well-edited list of the Oceanian issues is now well 
known. It is the best to buy. Price 6d. from Fred. Hagen, Ltd., 182, Pitt 
Street, Sydney, New South Wales. ? 


HILIPP KOSACK’S (Berlin) 1907 Catalogue is also to hand. Price|1 
P mark. It holds its own with the best of them. | 


Stamp Auction Price List. 


Some of the proces realized at Messrs. Puttick & Simpson’s Sales 
on loth and 16th January, 1907. - 


ALL STAMPS TO BE TAKEN AS USED UNLESS 
STATED TO THE CONTRARY. 


15th January, 1907. 


$$ 


No. | £8. a. No. | £ 
Gibraltar: 1889, 25c. on 24d. | Great Britain: 1855-57, 4d. 
blue, with broken ‘‘N,” used rose, large garter, a pair, un- 
and fine wo |.0 12 @ used in mint state but 
— Morocco Agencies, 1898, 40c. Slightly creased +» 2 1Oa7 
orange-brown, with over- a 
print in blue, a block of 4, | — 1858-79, 1d. rose-red, plate 
fine “~~ 1016 0 149, top four rows of sheet, 
Great Britain: 1841, 1d. red- | unused with gum but slight- 
brown on white paper, un- . ly discoloured » 48 Ga 
used in mint state 1 016 0} — Ditto, 14. rose-red, plate’ 225, 


GREAT BRITAIN: 1847-54, 6d. 
violet, octagonal, a very ) 
fine pair, unused in mint 
state we Log 

— Ditto, a single copy, unused /— 1870, 14d. rose-red, the error 
with gum, somewhat solied. 1 011 0 | “O.P.P.C.,” very fair we 2 


a vertical strip of 3, unused 
in mint state but one is 
slightly defective . Gobe 


Great Britain: 


1865-67, 1/- 
green, plate 4, a block of 4, 
unused in mint state 


— 1867-78, wmk. cross, £1 brown- 


lilac, a nice copy but minute 
tear ‘at top. 3 


— 1880, 2/- brown, - mete pririted 


‘* Specimen,”’ very fine 

— 1882-83, wmk. anchor, 5/- rose 
on blewté, a pairand asingle, 
telegraphically used, very 
fine vik 

— Ditto, 10/- grey on Dleuté, 
perfd. with initials, fair 

— Ditto, another, telegraphi- 
cally used, very fine but a 
little creased 

— Ditto, another, on 
white paper, ditto 

— Ditto, £1 brown-lilac on bleuté, 


nearly 


very fine 
GREAT BRITAIN : Ditto, £5 
orange, unused in mint 


state but slightly creased.. 

— Ditto, another, used and fine. 

— 1883-84, 10/- cobalt, over- 

printed ‘*Specimen,’’ very 

fine 7 

— 1887, 3d. brown on orange, 
unused in mint state 

— 1891, £1 green, unused in mint 

state ee 

—TJ,R. Official, 1885, 5/- rose, 

__ ‘overprinted ‘‘Specimen,” 

> very fine + 
‘Ditto, 10/- blue, ditto 

CHitto, 1892, £1 green, over- 

| print ‘‘ Specimen,” very fine 


at Britain: Telegraphs, 3d. 


very fine Pee 
Army Telegraphs, 1895, £5 lilac 
| and green, unused in mint 
qa] state 
“tylon: 1861, wmk. 
blue, a nice copy 
| perforated at right 
“a: 1898-1904, $5 green and 
almon, an unused pair 
attached to a postal order .. 
ei Hai Wei, 1898, 2c. red, a 
‘fine block of 4, unused, scarce 
itto, 5c. red, a fine block of 
4, used, scarce 


star, 2/- 
but re- 


g Kong: 1890, 20 cents on 
€ACI30c. green, a block of 16, 
ter unused in mint state 

A: Service, 1867-73, 


lue, die 2, a very = 
lock of 4, unused in mint 
W4/Jstate, exceedingly scarce. . 
uttialla, 1892-99, 4a, olive, 
the error with ‘ Patiala”’ 
omitted, used together with 
4 the normal type on entire 
original, very fine and 
scarce ata 


)rose, plate 5, a vertical pair, | 


No.|\£ 8s. 
4 1/017 
4, iQ 
1 Rese i 
3 118 
1 O 19 
t Zz ..§ 
y ee Se 
1 3 65 
1 Suen 
1 1 14 
1 O17 
1 112 
1 £4 
1 x 8 
t toe 6 
1 1 12 
2 ee 
1 a4 8) 
1 0 10 
2 0 12 
4 1 10 
4423 2 
| 
1644-1 2 
4 10 10 
2.) So 
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Indian: Puttialla Service, 1892, 
1 rupee green and carmine, 
a fine bluck of 4, unused in 
mint state Pe 

Japan: 1872, perf., 1 sen blue 
on laid, unused in mint 
state . 

North Borneo: 1883, $1 rose- 
red, a pair, unused in mint 
state 

— Pahang, 1899, Four Cents on 
de, lilac and ochre, a block 
of 6, unused in mint state .. 

British Bechuanaland: 1888, 
2d. lilac, with value in red, 
a pair, one is the rare variety 
with small curly-footed ‘2,’ 
very fine 

British Central Africa : 1892- 93, 
Three Shillings on 4/- Brey, 
unused in mint state 

BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA: 
i895, no wmk., £25 blue- 
green, a very fine unused 
copy With nearly full gum, 
exceedingly rare 

— 1897, £1 lilac, a block of 4, 
with the Blantyre cancel- 
lation in violet 

British Central Africa : 1897, £1 
lilac, a vertical pair, with 
the Blantyre cancellation in 
violet 

— Ditto, £10 yellow, ditto ; 

— Ditto, another, Port Herald 
cancellation in black, a few 
perfs. cut short - 

British East Africa: 1897, 24 
in red on la. blue, type 14, 
unused in mint state 

British South Africa: 1890, 1d. 
to £10 complete, the speci- 
men card issued by the 
printers with an imperf. copy 
of each value a 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE: 1°*61, 
woodblocks, id. scarlet, a 
pair, with large margins, 
but one has two small tears 
and the other is torn into on 
one side, used on entire 
original with a 4d. blue with 
defective corner and very 
oxydised 

— Ditto, ld, red, unused, but cut 
close and a little repaired, 


very fair “A 

— Ditto, 4d. dark-blue, a very 
nice gopy but a trifle 
thinned 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE: Ditto, 
4d. ved, error, no margins 
and repaired in left corner, 
but a very fair copy of this 
great rarity 

— 1868-64, triangular, 4d. 

blue, a fine unused pair 

Lagos: 1876, wmk. ©. C. perf. 
14, 1/- orange, a fine eee 
of 3 


slate- 


No. 


4 


. 41 


e bo 


© 
mo 


0 


ry (French): 1891, 5 
s Bac his oe unused 
; “very slightly thinned”. 

2 : Postal Fiscals, 1873 4/- 
; , orOWwnN, a vertical pair, 
oF used i in mint state == .2 
i ous , 1904, 1/- carmine and 

gre ‘fon unused 
9 state, scarce 


in pint 
4 Niger Coast: 1894 (Augt.), One 
lage Penny on 24d. blue, on 
entire original, very fine .. 
F worthern Nigeria : 1900, 10/- 
green and brown, ‘unused in 
mint state 
Orange River Colony : 1896, 24 
on 3d. blue, the rare type b, 
very fine 
— 1900, Y.R.I, 1st printing, 1d. 
mauve, without “I” in 
Reyal Cypher, unused in 
mint state 
— Ditto, another, with hormal 
type se tenant, used on entire 
original and very fine fe 
— Ditto, 1d. mauve, without 
stop and with wide spacing 
after ‘“‘R,’’ unused in mint 
state + 
— Ditto, 23d. blue, without stop 
after iN ie ’ unused in mint 
state, scarce -: 
— Ditto, 4d. blue, ditto 
— Ditto, 6d. carmine, a vertical 
pair, unused in mint state . 
| ORANGE RIVER COLONY: — 
Ditto, 6d. carmine, apair, — 
* one is the very rare error — 
| without figure of walue, 
_ _unused in mint state 
— Ditto, a similar pair, but 
used and very fine, on 
entire original 2) Pe 
— Ditto, 5/-‘green, without stop 
after “V,” unused in mint 
state and very scarce ' 1 beh | 
ORANGE RIVER COLONY: 
Ditto, 24d, blue, a block of 
4, unused in rmhint State and 
rare e ae | 49 
— Ditto, 3d. blue, 


With second 


ws 3 28 
. : fy 

15th January, 1907 —eontd. fi... 

Bat . ; “: { . 


other feu, RS 
nd 


1877, v. R. Trans- 
vaal in red, half of 1/- green, ° 
used on original as 6d., fine 
and scarce 1 
— 1877, V.R. Transvaal, 1d. red 
,on orange, a block of BS one 
“is the Variety without stop 
after ‘‘ V,’’ unused and fine 
but no gum 6 
1900, V.R.I., 2d. blue and 
green, a pair with inverted 
overprint, used on entire 
0. original and very fine = 
e TRANSVAAL: Ditto, 6d. lilac 
and green, a block of 4, 


0 with inverted Overprint, 

0 unused in mint state, of the 

greatest rarity unused, 

0 guaranteed absolutely 
; genuine 0 

— Ditto, £5 green, used, slightly 
damaged 1 
Uganda: 1896, 2c. black, used.. 9 

0 | Zululand : 1688-92, 5/- carmine, 
very fine 1 
— 1891-94, 6dwlilac,-fine ws. & 

0 | — 1894-96, 1d. lilac and carmine, 
an entire sheet . 120 

' | — Ditto, 8d. lilac and brow n, 
6 ditto . 120 

— Ditto, £1 purple on red, un- 
used in mint state - & 

= be eg another, used and very 
1 


ZULULAND: Ditto, £5 black 


diagonal overprint, unused 
in“mint state : ii ee enw tea gle oe 1 
— Ditto, 2d. mauye, with — — Fiscal Postal, 1/- carmine and 
- ed overprint,: unused in lilac, on piece of original, 
t mint state wt '9 2a "ey ‘fine and scarce 
:- ; 
16th January, 1907. 
: ‘ 
- No. £ Se d. 
United Ao ish Work 1845, United States: New York, 1845, 
initials “ ReH.M..™ wr e 5c. brown, unused with good 
wae | TUBCC margins but small at to 
and-very finé, . l1ijiwo P :. 
— Ditto, another, the. variety — Ditto, another different shade, 
with, doubleXined féme at tear unused and fine 
bottom, unused but cut close | — Ditto h 
and a little thinned ao 2 bata o ete ee | ised 


oe 


15 


wo 


10 


SS Gh - oor © 


fou 


> 


( 


£ 
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= 
* 
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United States: New York, 1845, 
5c. dark-brown, a pair, one is 
unused and very fine but the 
other has a mark at bottom.. 


n, very large 
margins but & trifle rubbed 
and one or two tears .. 

— Ditto, 5c. red-brown, unused, 
but rather creased, and smal! 
tear at right 

— Ditto, another, used, large mar- 
gins but a little heavily can- 
celled 

— Ditto, 12c. black, a pair unused 
with part gum, one is very 
fine but the other is a little 
cut into 

— Ditto, a single copy, t unused 
and fine with gum but the 
outer line is slightly cut into 
at bottom a 

— Ditto, a block of 6, fair . 

— Ditto, 12c. black, the variety 
on pelure paper, very fine 
and scarce 

— 1846, 1c. blue, the reprint of 
1875, fine 

— Ditto, 5c. red-brown, type vy 
unused and fine but no gum. 

— Ditto, 5c. deep-brown, type 1, 
unused in mint state buta 
' little off centre 


4 


~ (Ditto, 5c. -brown, type b, 2 
shades, one used and very 
fine and the other unused in 
mint state 
ci- Ditto, 24c. grey-lilac, unused 
in mint state 
Ditto, another, used, with 
~ double perf. at top and bot- 
tom, fine, on small piece of 
original 
Ditto, 90c. blue, used, a little 
cracked by post-mark, very 
al) fair ie 
jg UNITED STATES: 1861, 10c. 
\ green, premiére gravure, un- 
re| used and fine but marginal 
edge at left, very rare .. 
M/- 1869, 2c. brown, a fine pair, 
without grille 
PL Ditto, 3c. blue, without grille, 
unused and fine, with gum. 
Ditto, 24c. purple and arenes 
y ditto 
eac’ Ditto, 30c. blue and carmine, 
a fine block of 9 
ter. Ditto, 90c. carmine and blac, 
good colour, fine 
Ditto, another, unused, nice 
copy but a little off centre. 
Ditto, the 1875 re-issue, 2c. 
brown, unused in mint state. 
‘Ditto, 10c. orange, ditto 
Ditto, 24c. purple and heme 
ditto 


wa 


No.|}£ s. d. 
2 Oe 0 
2 018 Q 
Lee 1T%0 
Wat Os.7 0 
PbO: 7. O 
Sc tan Oo 
1/010 0 
6 |}0 8 0 
ee 
a )O 1140 
1 }o0 16 O 
1 2 4 6 
241.0 18 0 
1 |010 0O 
ro 6 O 
¢ 
m1 ago 0 
2 | 1 0 0 
: 
1 ala 
1/014 0 
91116 0 
ee me 
aha 8 -/0 
1 1018 0 
1 Len. Oo 
Dei 8 0 


United States: 1869, another, 
with part gum 


~~ Ditto, 30c. blue and carmine, 
unused and fine but no gum. 

— Ditto, 90c. carmine and black, 
unused in mint state * 

— 1873, 12c. purple-black, un- 
used and fine with gum .. 

— Ditto, another, unused and 
fine but no gum 

— 1875, special printing, 2c. dark- 
brown, unused and fine with 
gnm A 

— 1890-98, 4c. brown, a fine 
imperf. block of 4, unused in 
mint state 

— Ditto, 5c. sepia, ditto, ditto. 

— 1893; Navy, 7c. blue, unused 
and fine but no gum 

— State, 90c. green, ditto 

— American Letter Mail Co., 1844 
5c. black, 2 complete sheets. 

Nevis: 1867, Engraved, 4d. 
orange, unused in mint state 


— 1878, Lithographed, 1d. red, 
the scarce retouched variety, 
unused in mint state, but 
small defect at top 

NEVIS: 1883, 4d. in black on 
half of id. lilac, a pair, 
unused and fine but no gum, 
exceedingly rare, unused. 

— 1883-90, wmk. C.A., 1/- lilac, 
used and fine cs 

St. Christopher: 1882-90, wmk. 
C.A., Jd. lilac-rose, unused 
in mint state 

St. Lucia: 1883-86, wmk. C. a 

1/- orange-brown, unused in 

mint state ae 

VINCENT: 1866, no wmk., 

compound perf., Id. rose,a 

very fine bright copy of this 
scarce variety 

— Ditto, 1/- slate, very fine 

— Ditto, large perf., 1d. rose-red, 
unused, 3 in mint state 

— Ditto, 4d. yellow, a strip of 3, 
fair, very scarce in strips 

ST. VINCENT: 1881, 4d. on 1/- 
vermilion, unused with part 
gum and a very fine copy of 
this rarity 

Tobago: 1879, 5/- slate, Bnahed 
in mint state 

— 1896, 4d. on 4d. lilac and oa: 
a block of 12, unused in mint 
state : 

—- Ditto, 1/- orange-brown, error, 
a block of 6, unused in mint 
state 

Trinidad : 1863, perf. 114-12, 6d. 
green, fine 

British Guiana: 1875, 6c. Rae. 
perf. 15, unused in mint 
state ee 


> 


ST. 


. 12 


6 


———— 
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16th January, 1907—contd. 


No.| £ & 4: No. | # &. d 

Pacific Steam Navigation Co.: — New Zealand: 1860-62, pelure . 

1857, 1 real carmine, OD laid paper, jd, vermilion, pert., | 

paper, unused and fine with unused, no perfs. op two sides | 

gum , 10a 0 and a poor Copy put of the 
New South Wales: 1850-51, Syd- reatest rarity ae | 1 Ton 

ney Views, 1d. red, plate 2. _— 1863-66, wink. star, perf., 2d. 

the variety without clouds, blue, plate 9, retouched, Very 

small margins put a nice scarce, With @ normal Copy 

copy 4 ola for comparison . —"g \3 om 
__ Ditto, 2d. blue, plate See’ | — 1871, wrk. star, pert. 10 x 124, . 

copies, one 1s the variety with 9d, vermilion, # pair, one 1s 

doubled-lined pall (No. 12), retouched, Very fine ard ) 

fair | ee 0 scarce a, ) Sat 6 
__Ditto, 2d. blue, plate 3, 1st re- __ 1874, pert. 10 x 128, 2d. rose, 

touch, on laid, a nice COpy:- 110 16-9 fair “sae Cas 6 0 
—Ditto, 3d. green, on laid, a nice Tasmania 7 1853, id. blue, very 

copy but a little cut into at fair 4 oee Nr 

one corner ee Tee _ 1955, wmk star, 2d. green, 
New South Wales : 1851-53, lau- unused, good margins and a 

reated, no WME.) jd. red on fine bright py ge eee za 

plue, the variety with two Tonga : Official, 1893, 84. blue, @ 

leaves to right of ‘South, mo pair, unused, very fair be 8 1 8 

fair ie den O __ Ditto, 1/- blue, ditt g |i 8 
__ 1897-1905, chalk surfaced Victoria : 1868, 5/- blue and 

paper, 4d. brown, an imperf- yellow, 10 perfs. at left, 

pair, unused in mint state .- g |018 90 very fair . a 
__ Ditto, 6d. emerald, ditto gee) 1. eee 
_— 1]- purple brown, ditto a) ee eee 0 


Answers to Correspondents. 


Nemo.—We have lost Tancred’s address: 
Mr. Wetherell may know it. 


Major Evans supplied the letterpress. 


illustrations are by other hands. 


| Rajah.—The Sirmoor Catalogue is likely : 
be extended. Sir (Moor) 


some more. 


Dum-dum.—The serial is published in a 


Masson’s discover 


yellow cover weekly by Stanley Gibbons, Ltd. 


Some items of philatelic interest are printed | Red Cr ie 3 , 
with it but these need not necessarily be bound ed Cross.—It 18 HE 7” 
up with the completed work at the end of the 


year. 


man who called it a thumb-mark must ha 
been colour blind. 

Durbar-Guide.—Mr. Stewart- Wilson dubb 
R. K. D.—‘‘ The Mulready Envelope and “pubbish.” (Vide P. J. 


its Caricatures Ze 


them philatelic 


was not written by Mulready. March 1903.) 


